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Remote education provision: information for parents  
This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or 
carers about what to expect from remote education where national or local restrictions 
require entire cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at home.  

For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, please see the 
final section of this page. 

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home 
A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our 
standard approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of 
remote teaching. 

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the 
first day or two of pupils being sent home? 

 

In the event of schools being closed to all but Key Worker and Vulnerable pupils, 
Westgate Hill Primary Academy will provide online education in line with The 
Coronavirus Act 2020 Provision of Remote Education (England) Temporary 
Continuity Direction. Westgate Hill Primary Academy will use the following 
applications/software from the first day of isolation – 

EYFS – Remote learning via the Tapestry app 

KS1 – Remote learning via the Seesaw app 

KS2 – Remote learning, including live lessons, via Google Classroom 
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Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be 
taught broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in 
school? 

 

Remote teaching and study time each day 

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each 
day? 

We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will 
take pupils broadly the following number of hours each day: 

EYFS Up to 3 hours 

Key Stage 1 Minimum expectation of 4 hours 

Key Stage 2 Minimum expectation of 5 hours 

 

In line with guidance published by Ofsted and the DfE, Westgate Hill Primary 
Academy will provide a remote education curriculum that is closely aligned to the 
classroom curriculum as much as possible, and carefully sequenced to ensure pupils 
obtain the building blocks they need to move on to the next step. 

Due to the nature of our BRAVE curriculum in school, virtual lessons will be modified 
and adapted to suit the learning environment. For example, where science 
experiment would have been ‘live’ in lessons, it may be that staff present a video of 
the experiment or utilise a link to an experiment on YouTube. 

The DfE stated that a minimum of 3 hours learning is expected daily within primary 
schools. At Westgate Hill Primary we have set our guidelines to 4 hours in KS1 and 5 
hours in KS2 per day. This is to ensure our pupils do not ‘fall behind’ in their learning. 
Individual year groups have personalised timetables, including synchronous and non-
synchronous lessons. Each year group will have an English and maths lesson every 
day. The remainder of the time will be used for Phonics (year group dependent) and 
science. Foundation subjects such as history, geography, art, PE and RE will be 
taught across the week on different days. 
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Accessing remote education 

How will my child access any online remote education you are 
providing? 

 

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you 
support them to access remote education? 

We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take 
the following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education: 

EYFS – Remote learning via the Tapestry app 

KS1 – Remote learning via the Seesaw app 

KS2 – Remote learning, including live lessons, via Google Classroom 

Children will be able to access their online learning predominantly via Seesaw, 
however they will also be required to access the following online resources as 
directed by their teachers: 

Times Tables Rock Stars 
Numbots 
myON 
Accelerate Reader 
Read Write Inc/Oxford Owl 
Oak National Academy 
BBC Bitesize 
Joe Wicks YouTube Channel 

Note: all links and logins are available via Tapestry, Seesaw and Google Classroom. 
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How will my child be taught remotely? 

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely: 

 

We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We 
take the following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education: 

Loan Chromebooks (KS2) 
Loan iPads (EYFS & KS1) 
Loan devices to support internet connection (wireless modems) 
Support applications to increase data limits for parents with limited mobile data 
access to the internet. 

Please note: Laptops/devices will be loaned according to priority need and 
availability. At present the Laidlaw School’s Trust is applying to the government for 
resources to support internet connection. The supply of these is, and will likely 
continue to be, very limited so please alert us if you need support. If you have limited 
connection, please contact the school as some providers are offering extra mobile 
data to support pupils in accessing online education. If your child is unable to access 
the internet and we are not able to offer solutions to this, then they may be eligible to 
take up a place in school. Please contact the school office via email, in the first 
instance, or by phone – admin@westgatehillprimaryacademy.com   / 0191 2562960 

 

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely: 
 
In KS2 live teaching lessons will be available via google classroom online. 
Recorded teaching (online lessons) - videos/PowerPoints/Google slides with voiced 
instructions by teachers, including modelling and guidance. 
Recorded content made by approved providers such as Read Write Inc, Oak National 
Academy or the BBC. 
Commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects or 
concepts including video clips or sequences. 
Online learning platforms such as myOn or Oxford Owl for reading and Times Tables 
Rockstars, Numbots or IXL for maths.  
 
Activities and links will be uploaded either the night before or the morning of so that 
all learning can be accessed via your child’s account, including any supporting 
resources. Learning activities will be released according to the weekly timetable. We 
encourage children to participate in line with this so that their teacher is available to 
support them online and share comments with and between children. 



6 

Engagement and feedback 

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support 
that we as parents and carers should provide at home? 

 

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and 
how will I be informed if there are concerns? 

 

How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 

Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments 
for individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked 
automatically via digital platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst many 
others. Our approach to feeding back on pupil work is as follows: 

We are very keen for children to engage with all of the learning provided and will 
guide parents to additional quality resources if needed. We appreciate, however, that 
it may be difficult for some families to follow the timetable provided. Once uploaded, 
lessons will be available all day and between 9.00 and 4.00 teacher support will be 
available via each learning platform. It is important to stick to a regular routine as 
much as possible, to support your child’s education. 
 
The tasks set should be completed on a device, or on a piece of paper which can 
then be photographed and uploaded to Tapestry, Seesaw or Google Classroom.  We 
urge you to encourage your children to engage with the learning as much as you 
possibly can. Learning is matched to the child’s assessments in school and 
instructions should be clear enough for the child to follow independently. If they have 
any questions, a teacher will respond as promptly as possible to all queries. In KS2, it 
will help if as many children as possible are following the timetable so that the teacher 
is responding to questions to the same lesson at the same time. 

Staff, including leaders, will be closely monitoring children’s engagement with all 
learning platforms. All activity is logged. Class teachers will prompt children via each 
learning platform and if a child is not logging in and completing learning activities 
parents will be contacted to offer any necessary support that may be required. 
It is extremely important that your child engages on a daily basis so they do not  
‘fall behind’ once schools reopen. 
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Additional support for pupils with particular needs 

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional 
support from adults at home to access remote education? 

We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs 
and disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support 
from adults at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we 
will work with parents and carers to support those pupils in the following ways: 

 

Remote education for self-isolating pupils 
Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in 
school, how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole 
groups. This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school. 

At Westagte Hill Primary Academy, our approach to feedback is – 
 

• Viewing all work that has been uploaded by each child 
• Providing whole class feedback via a Seesaw post or in the next lesson in the 

sequence 
• Providing individual feedback where needed e.g. teachers may review and 

return a piece of work if they feel that there are misconceptions or mistakes 
that need to be addressed and then resubmitted.   

• Feedback may be written or verbal.  
• In some activities we will provide opportunities for children to self-mark, and 

some programmes correct work automatically providing instant feedback. 
• Responding through comments. 
 

It is important that your child completes and returns work so that the teacher can 
assess their progress. 

• Provide learning to meet their needs and abilities, differentiating accordingly 
and provided support. 

• Provide additional resources that may be required to support your child with 
their learning at home, including IT support where possible. 

• Check in regularly with parents and carers. 

• Provide additional and different intervention activities online to meet targets in 
your child’s Individual Education Plan. 



8 

If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will 
their remote education differ from the approaches described above?  

 

This will be reviewed once the school is open again for the majority of pupils, but it is 
expected that a curriculum aligned to the one in school will be provided via Tapestry, 
Seesaw and Google Classroom as it was in the Autumn term. 
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